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journal homepage: www.elsevier .com/locate/rmedLETTER TO THE EDITORWhole-body vibration for patients with chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease e ‘Thoughts for clinical
practice’We read with interest the published article titled ‘Effects of
whole-body vibration (WBV) in patients with chronic obstruc-
tive pulmonary disease e A randomized controlled trial’.1
Application of whole-body vibration among COPD is a not
a common clinical practice. Hence, this study raises great
interest among the clinicians. We like to share our thoughts on
the study and request certain clarification from the authors
towards embracing this technique in routine clinical practice.
First of all, we applaud the authors for carrying out this
study with a good study design. In general, the WBV effects
show improvementofperformance in six-minutewalk testand
sit to stand tests, which are very promising to COPD patient
population.However, thedurationof the interventiongiven to
patients stirs up our interest. With only two studies investi-
gated the effects of WBV among COPD patients,2,3 the inter-
vention duration of the current study varies by a big margin
when compared to past studies. The duration of intervention
in the first and second studies is three months and twelve
weeks respectively.2,3 In contrast, the duration of the current
study is only threeweeks. In termsofeffectiveness, the results
of twelve weeks study showed that there were no significant
differences in muscle force, exercise capacity and quality of
life between WBV group and control group.3 However, the
current studypresents promising results in short spanof three-
weeks of duration. Such contraries in the duration and inter-
ventional effects between these studies appear to baffle the
practitioners to embed the good evidence generated by
current study. Therefore, with reference to the twelve-week
intervention, we like to hear from the authors on the ration-
alization for the interventional effects obtained from shorter
duration in the current study. Such information may support
and add strength to this good study. It will also convince the
clinicians in terms of duration and cumulative dose of vibra-
tion to the patients in real practice.
Although the subject characteristics of both the groups are
comparable, it may be stronger to show that the baseline
characteristics of the both groups are statistically similar. In
termsof significant interventional effects, it is ideal topresent
the effect size of the intervention.We like to know the viewof
the authors on reporting suchdata. Such informationwill beof
a great deal for clinicians to interpret the interventional0954-6111/$ - see front matter ª 2012 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved
doi:10.1016/j.rmed.2011.12.022effects more meaningfully to practice. Undoubtedly, the
current study generated valid findings for the practice ofWBV
as a complementary exercise modality for COPD patients.
Nevertheless, it is also highest quality of evidence currently
available for practice of WBV among COPD patients. We
congratulate the authors for this innovative work and thank
the editor for publishing this interesting study.
Conflict of interest
The authors of the study declare that there is no conflict of
interest involved. There is also no financial support or any
sort of other assistance involved in this submitted work.
References
1. Gloeckl R, Heinzelmann I, Baeuerle S, Damm E, Schwedhelm AL,
Diril M, et al. Effects of whole body vibration in patients with
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease e a randomized
controlled trial. Respir Med 2012;106(1):75e83.
2. Rietschel E, van Koningsbruggen S, Fricke O, Semler O,
Schoenau E. Whole body vibration: a new therapeutic approach
to improve muscle function in cystic fibrosis? Int J Rehabil Res
2008;31(3):253e6.
3. Salhi B, van Meerbeeck J, Joos GF, Derom E. Effects of whole
body vibration in patients with COPD: a randomized study. In:
ATS conference. Denver: A17192; 2011.
R. Ayiesah
J.H. Leonard*
Physiotherapy Program, Faculty of Allied Health Sciences,
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, Jalan Raja Muda Abdul
Aziz, Kuala Lumpur 50300, Malaysia
A.M. Roslina
Department of Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, Universiti
Kebangsaan Malaysia Medical Centre, Cheras, Malaysia
*Corresponding author. Tel.: þ60 196781935;
fax: þ60 326878199.
E-mail address: leonardjoseph85@hotmail.com (J.H.
Leonard)
13 December 2011
Available online 15 February 2012.
